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Sunmary of Programe A ns

1. To provide a uni que postgraduate | aw degree which conbi nes the
broad but interrelated fields of international and European | aw.
2. To provide a structured progranme through core courses in both
i nternational and

Eur opean | aw conbined with the flexibility of a range of options
currently on offer, and

t he i ndependent study of a dissertation conponent

3. To enthuse students with the study of international and

Eur opean | aw t hrough exposure both to a rmultidisciplinary

| earni ng environment, and to students from other disciplinary
backgr ounds

4. To develop an array of analytical skills in students, through
i ndependent study and

wor ki ng with others

5. To provide students with the know edge and skills for
professional life and further

academ c study.

Transferable skills

Students are encouraged to act independently in planning tasks
and use feedback to reflect on their performance and assess the
appropriateness of current |evels of know edge and skill.
Students are expected to acquire an ability to think

anal ytically, to devel op frameworks for considering and resol ving
conpl ex problens, and to discrinm nate between good and bad
argunments. In addition, a |law graduate will be used to presenting
argunments (both technical and general) orally and in witing and
shoul d be able to present such argunments clearly and concisely.
Students will be able to research a variety of sources in
libraries and on the internet, and, in particular, to research
and assess academ c literature. Particular elenents of the
progranme expose students to the use of information technol ogy
and encourage the devel opnent of general professiona

capabilities including recognition of deadlines and tine
managenent .

Programme cont ent

The programme consists of 180 credits; a taught elenent (120
credits) and a dissertation (60 credits). Wthin the taught

el enment there are three core nodul es in European Union Law (30
credits), International Law and World Oder (30 credits) and
Research Methods (30 credits).



The remaining 30 credits of the taught el enent nust be made up as
foll ows:

« one nodule froma choi ce of postgraduate nodul es of fered by

ei ther the Law School or

the Graduate Institute of Political and International Studies
(PSS, OR

 one nodul e chosen froma list of LLB nodules (20 credits)
together with a conpul sory

Witing Credit (10 credits) in the field of study covered in the
LLB nodul e.

Compul sory nodul es: Credits Level
LWWD4A Eur opean Uni on Law 30 M
LWWD3A International Law and Wrld O der 30

M
LWWD5A Research Met hods 30

M
LWWD1A Di ssertation 60 M

Part-time/ Modul ar arrangenents

The programme can be taken part-tinme over two years. In the first
year of study, a student will be required to conplete two
optional nodules; in the second year of study, a student will be
required to conplete the core nodule in Research Mt hods, one
further optional nmodule and the Dissertation. The progranme nay
not be conpl eted over nore than two years.

Progressi on requirenments
Ful I -ti me Candi dat es
The University’'s taught postgraduate narks classification is as
foll ows:
Mar k Interpretation
70 — 100% Distinction
60 — 69% Merit
50 — 59% (Good standard (Pass)
Failing categories:
40 — 49% Work bel ow threshol d standard
0 — 39% Unsati sfactory Wrk

For Masters Degree

To pass the LLM students must gain an average nark of 50 or nore
overall in nmodules worth 180 credits including a mark of 50 or
nore for the dissertation and have no mark below 40. In addition
the total credit value of all nopdul es marked bel ow 50 nust be

| ess than 60 credits. Students who gain an average mark of 70 or

nore overall including a mark of 70 or nore for the dissertation
wll be eligible for a Distinction. Those gai ning an average mark
of 60 or nmore overall including a mark of 60 or nore for the

di ssertation and will be awarded eligible for a Merit.

For PG Di pl oma

To pass the Postgraduate Diploma students nust gain an average
mark of 50 or nore in

nmodul es worth 120 credits and have no mark bel ow 40. |In addition
the total credit val ue of

all modul es mar ked bel ow 50 nust be | ess than 60 credits.

Students who gain an average mark of 70 or nore will be eligible
for the award of a
Di stinction. Those gaining an average mark of 60 or nore will be

awarded eligible for a
Merit.



For PG Certificate

To pass the Postgraduate Certificate students must gain an
average nmark of 50 or nore in

nmodul es worth 60 credits and have no mark bel ow 40.

Part-time Candi dates

A part-tinme candidate may only proceed into his or her second
year if he or she has achieved 2 marks of at l|east 50%in his or
her first year. Thereafter, the progression requirenents of full-
time students outlined above will apply. A part-tinme candidate
who chooses not to proceed to his or her second year may be
considered for the award of Certificate in Lawif he or she gains
an average mark of 50 or nore in nodules worth 60 credits and
have no mark bel ow 40.

Summary of teaching and assessnent

Teaching nmethods will vary from nodule to nodul e but teaching
will primarily be by nmeans of semi nars. Certain nodul es may be
partially taught by nmeans of |ectures and tutorials.

Al'l nodul es, other than the Dissertation, Research Methods and
Postgraduate Witing Credit (where taken), will be assessed by
means of a tinmed, unseen exam nation together with assessed
witten work or other forns of assessed work (for exanple an oral
presentation). Details of the methods of assessnent in individual
nodul es are given in the Mdul e Description Forns.

Adm ssi on requirenments

Entrants to this programme are nornmally required to have obtai ned
a degree in law or a

degree with a substantial |egal conmponent with a first or upper
second cl ass honours.

Al'l applicants are considered on their individual nerits and the
School may vary these

requirenments if it sees fit.

Adm ssions Tutor:

Dr CPM Waters

School of Law

a d Wi tekni ghts House

PO Box 217

Readi ng RG6 6AH

Tel : 0118 987 5123 (x5413)

Fax: 0118 975 3280

E-mail c.p.mwaters@ eadi ng. ac. uk

Support for students and their | earning

Uni versity support for students and their learning falls into two
categories. Learning support includes IT Services, which
mai nt ai ns several hundred conmputers across the university, and
the University Library, which across its three sites holds over a
mllion volunes, subscribes to around 4,000 current periodicals,
has a range of electronic sources of information and houses the
Student Access to Independent Learning conputer-based teaching
and learning facilities.

There are | anguage | aboratory facilities both for those students
studyi ng on a degree

programre and for those taking nodules offered by the

I nstitution-wi de Language


mailto:c.p.m.waters@reading.ac.uk

Programre. Student gui dance and wel fare support is provided by
Personal Tutors, the

Careers Advisory Service, the University’'s Special Needs Advisor
Study Advisors and the Students Union.

Wthin the School of Law, personal and academic tutors will
provi de hel p and gui dance on academ c, and where appropri ate,
other matters. A nenber of the acadenic staff of the School acts
a Careers Advisor and the School has a Director of Taught

Post graduate Studies (Dr CPM Waters) to provide student support.
In addition, all students receive a detail ed Handbook to help

t hem study | aw successfully.

Careers prospects

Wil e very nany | aw graduates take professional exans in |aw and
go on to practise law either in the UK or abroad, nany others
pursue alternative careers. This is particularly the case with

t hose who have chosen to pursue a postgraduate qualification in
| aw. A postgraduate | aw degree does not disqualify you from any
career open to non-specialist graduates and the skills it
engenders are in great demand from non-1egal enployers. Equally,
a postgraduate |aw degree will open many doors in nore
speci al i sed areas of enploynent such as academia (with further
post graduate study), the nedia (journalismand broadcasting), the
civil service and ot her branches of public service.

OQpportunities for study abroad
The progranme does not involve study abroad

Educational Ainms of the progranme

The overarching aimof this course is to provide a programe of

| egal study which affords a conceptual framework for the study of
law which will facilitate the recognition and appreciation by
students of international and European |aw and pernmits detail ed
study of sonme aspects of law. As well as specific know edge of
international and European |aw, students should acquire the
intellectual and practical skills expected of students with a
post graduate qualification



Programme Qut cones

The programme provi des opportunities for students to devel op and
denonstrate know edge and understanding, skills, qualities and
other attributes in the follow ng areas:

Knowl edge and Under st andi ng

A. Know edge and Under st andi ng of:
1. Key issues in both

i nternational and

Eur opean | aw and how t hey

i nterface;

2. A range of research

nmet hodol ogi es

sufficient to formul ate
appropriate and

rel evant research questions and
conduct

i ndependent research in | aw

3. A select range of options to
br oaden

under st andi ng of the operation of
| aw

at an advanced | evel;

4. Appropriate contextua
background to

under stand the substantive | aw.

Teachi ng and | earni ng net hods and
strategies

The basic know edge in all nodul es
is provided by seninars, although
some nodul es may be incl ude

| ectures. Al seminars allow a
student to gauge hi s/ her progress
in that nodule and will require
significant student input into the
acqui sition and di ssem nati on of
know edge. The critical input into
learning is provided by a
student’ s own readi ng and
preparation for group discussions
(particularly engagenment with
primary sources).

Assessnent

Modul es adopt a variety of
assessnment nethods but all nodul es
utilise either sunmative assessed
work or an end of year unseen
timed exam The majority of
nmodul es utilise a conbination of
both nethods of assessnent.

Skills and other attributes

B. Intellectual skills — able to:
1. Think | ogically;

2. Anal yse and probl ens and

i ssues;

3. Discrimnate between rel evant
and

irrel evant material ;

4. Understand technical materi al
5. Apply relevant know edge

ef fectively;

and

6. Construct defensible argunents
and

exercise critical judgment.

Teachi ng and | earni ng net hods and
strategies

Logic, analytical skill and the
ability to apply

rel evant know edge is inherent i
the study of |aw and these skil
are encouraged and devel oped in
sem nars.

Assessnent

Bot h formal exani nations and
summati ve

assessed work assess all these
skills either directly or
indirectly.

n
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C. Practical skills — able to:

1. Discover and use |egal and/or
politi cal

and contextual materials froma
variety

of sources; and
2. Evaluate | ega
and

contextual materi al
i ndi vidual |y

and a part of a team

3. Construct and present (orally
writing) defensible argunents and
critical judgnent.

and/ or political

bot h

Teachi ng and | earni ng net hods and
strat egi es:

Al'l the practical skills are
present in each nodule and are
devel oped through sem nars. The
essence of legal study is to
provi de an answer to a practical

| egal problem having identified
the | egal issues, selected

rel evant facts and used
appropriate law to provide a

sol ution. The encouragenent of
these faculties is inherent in al
parts of the degree. Al nodul es
seek to devel op powers of critica
anal ysi s and judgenent.

Assessnent

The witten elenment of 3 is
directly assessed

t hrough sunmmati ve assessed work
and/ or formal exam nations

(exam nations indirectly assess 1
and 2). The dissertation requires
el enents of 2 and 3. Some nodul es
assess oral conmunication
(formatively or summatively).

D. Transferable skills — able to:
1. Work independently and hard,;

2. Use different types of

i nformation

sour ces;

3. Conmmuni cate technical material
effectively both orally and in
writing;

and

4. Construct defensible argunents
and

exercise critical judgenent;

5. Reflect critically on one’s own
| ear ni ng;

6. Consi der career devel opnent.

Teachi ng and | ear ni ng net hods and
strategies

Law i s a subject of considerable
conplexity; sone material is
difficult and not all of it is of
overpowering interest — a student
must work hard to engage with such
material. A student will be
required regularly to participate
in class discussions and make
presentations. He or she will be
required to engage with a

consi derabl e anpbunt of academc
and other literature and to assess
and eval uate such

literature critically and in the
context of presenting advanced
argunents both orally and in
writing.

Assessnent

Bot h formal exani nations and
sunmat i ve assessed work assess al
these skills (oral skills are
assessed in at |east one nodul e)
other than 5 & 6. Seninars
encourage a student to reflect on
his or her own | earning. Guidance
is given throughout the degree
progranme on car eer devel opnent.

Pl ease note: This specification provides a concise summary of the main
features of the progranme and the | earning outconmes that a typica
student mi ght reasonably expect to achieve and denonstrate if he/she
takes full advantage of the |earning opportunities that are provided.




More detailed information on the | earning outcones, content and
teaching, | earning and assessnment mnethods of each nodul e can be found in
nmodul e and programme handbooks.




